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LA 100-29226 


furnish pertinent information, depending upon the length of the period 
of his affiliation and the degree of activity on his part. 

It is suggested that the Bureau might deem it desirable to 
arrange such an interview with COLE. However, no such step is being 
taken unless the Bureau authorises it. 
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SAC, Los Angeles 


Kay 21, 1951 


Director, FBI 


SAT KING COLE 
SECDRITT MATTER - C 
„ Tour file 100-29226 
RECORDED - 57 Bureau file 100-379380 _ 


oi - 16 /< 
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Reurlet dated April 20, 1951* 


Before further consideration will be given to allow- 
ing your Office to contact Cole , the Burea u would like to have 
the benefit of your reasons why ^^■■H^believed that Cole D 
would be receptive to an interviewh^tnis Bureau, If yo u do 
not have this information available, you should recontact 
for such and thereafter advise the Bureau, 


For your information, Bureau files reflect several 
references to Cole's activities in the Communist Party; 
however, all of these references have been furnished to the 
Bureau by your Office. 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT 
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(Your file _ ) date: c 0 / f j ^ ^ 


Director,. FBI | '<*> -*V7 «»/** O 
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The deadline in this case has passed and the Bureau has not 
received a report. You are instructed to immediately submit 
a report. In the event a report has been submitted, you 
should make a notation of the date on which it was submitted 
on this letter and return it to the Bureau. 

T p'o - 2 . 7 2_ fd - 

Report submitted KOT RECOivafrp 


Report will be submitted 
Reason for delay 


IQ OCT 10 1951 
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ureau re status of this casA*- 

tism 


Advise 

Advise Bureau 
frep immediately. 



rt tdsy bu uapboa 





(Place-i p^ r, |'Bti iV form and return to the Bureau. Note on the top serial 

In. the i"i«" and acknowledgment of this communication.) w.C 
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Office IA . eMOT(ZnduM • united states government 


TO 
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SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-379380) 

SAC, LCS ANGELES 

NAT KING COLE 
SECURITY NATTER - C 


DATE: October 13 , 19^1 


Rebulet dated May 21, 19 £1. 



bl 


former Negro CP member some years ago 
and the original informant in this matter, has been re interviewed 
in detail concerning his knowledge of NAT KING COLE, and why 
he feels that COLE might be receptive to an interview by an D 

agent of the Bureau. 



furnished the same information regarding his 
relationship with COLE as set out in mylet of April 20 last, 
and he could furnish no reason whatever, other than his guess 
or opinion, that COLE might willinglj^furnish any information 
to the Bureau. As 8 matter of fact admitted that he 

had not evenseen or been in contac t^^r^CCLE for several 
years s ince himself quit the CP. 


bic 

m 


as I indicated in mylet of April 20 last, NAT KING 
COLE appears to have been a member of the CP in Los Angeles 
in 19h9, but our files fail to indicate that he was particularly 
active therein. 


Unless additional information is received from other 
available sources, therefore, to indicate that COLE would be 
receptive to an interview and could furnish information of 
value, no attempt to contact him is being made UACB. 
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name check 

February 16, 1955 


HATHAHIEL ACfAXS COLE 
known as Rat Elngptk>le 
Bom* _ KarcJi 17*~0919_ 
Montgomery* Alabama 
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Bo Investigation pertinent to your inquiry has 
been conducted by the FBI concerning the eaptloned indi- 
vidual* However, the files of this Bureau refleet the 
following information which nay relate to the subject of 
your name check request* 

A confidential informant of known reliability 
advised in 1945 that Bat Cole, who may be identieal with 
the subject of your 
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tion in Hollywood 



members of the 
at that time* 

(100-356l37-589pgl0 ; 

A confidential informant or known reliability 
advised in August, 1949, that "HingTCole was a member of 
the Music Division of the Southern California Chapter of 
the Arts, Sciences, and Professions Council (Hollywood 
Art a, Scienoes, and Professions Council)* 

Scienoes, and 

Professions has been elted as a Communist front by tbs 
Congressional Committee on Cn-Aaerlean Activities, Review 
of the Scientific and Cultural Conference for World Peace 
arranged by the Rational "Council of the Arts, Sciences, and 
Professions and held in lew Zork City an March 25, 26, and 27, 
1949, House Report Bo* 1954, April 26, 1950 


© 




The Communist Political Association has been 
designated by the Attorney Oeneral of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450* 

INDEXED • 28 


to State 
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The foregoing information la furnished to you 
aa a raault of your requaat for an FBI file chock and la 
not to ba eonatruod a a a clearance or a nonclearanee of 
the individual involved# This information la for your 
uae and la not to be disseminated outside of your agency* 
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BATHABZBL ADAH OOZE 
also known ut 
1st EingXole 
Borns Mcnb 17# 1919 

"r# 


Bo inrreotlgatim pertinent to your Inquiry bu 
boon eondueted by the FBI ecooeraing the captioned Indi- 
vidual. However, tho filvs of this Bureau rofloot tho 
following information which nay reloto to tho subject of 
your 


A confidential Informant Who has f vanished _ . 
llablo Information la tho asst advised in 1945 that Bat Colo, 



of thp Ccemmnlat P© 111 

00-356137-589) pg. 10 


Trim. 


Association in 

source 

A confidential informant who has fwrnljfeed re- 
liable information, la the past cdvlced la August, 1949# that 
•King" Colo was a arabor of tho Basie Division of tho 
Boat hern California Chapter of the Arts, Sciences* cad Pro- 
fessions Council (Hollywood Arts, Sciences, and Professions 

Council), (100-356137-589- source - 

Tho Satlanal Council of tho Arts, S cien ce s , and 
Professions has boon cited as a eeasamist front by tho 
Congressional Cosnittoe an Ba-Aaerican Activities. Bovlov 
af tho Aoioatlflo and Culture Conference far World Peaoe 
arranged by the Bat local Council of tho Arts, Seioaoes, aa 
Professions and bald In Bov Bork City cn Kerch 25, 26, and 
*7* Mt9, «»n— Bapact >o» 19A. April 26 , 1950. 
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The foregoing Inf onastlon is furnished te you as 
s aw salt of your request for sn FBI file s h ock soft is not 
to be ©onstraed as s clearance or s nonslssrsnee of tbs 
indiridaal Involved* This inforraaticci Is fa mi s h ed for 


roar use *nd should not be disseminated outside of your 
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Justice In The Cole Case 


^Conviction of four men in Recorder’s 
Vjftirt on charges growing out of -» 
tack last week on sing er Nat (KinerCol a 
ln-Municipal Auditorium should give the 
(World notice that Birmingham does not 
tolerate that hind of despicable business. 




h of 4he four nicn was sentenced 
days in jail and fines also were 
ied. . - 

idence developed by police indicates V justice, 


that a large scale attack on the Negro 
singer was planned but that the majority 
. of those involved apparently backed out, 
leaving only a small group to make the 
attempt. 

Members of . the Police Department 

1 especially are to he praised for thfr ; 
work in breaking up this attack and ln ; 
helping to - bring the men accused uoj 

IncK/v 
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"H. E. SCHATZ 


fThe slow-moving trial offoup-jnen 'accused in on as- 
.jlt on Negro Singer Not (KingTvole resumes in Re- 
Irder's Court Monday morning: 7T~7~ ’ v 

Only one witness testified -after the proceeding got 
i’der way "Friday in Judge Ralph Parker’s court. Fifteen 

were sworn in. V 

-T>OLICE i 'OFFlCER H. E. 
Schatz, first to reach the Negro; 
entertainer when he was felled 
on the stage of Municipal Audi- 
torium last Tuesday night, told 
the court how police dragged two 
men forcibly out of the building 
after the assaults 
, Schatz testified he and Offici 
A. A. Norman knocked the 
men into the orchestra pit wh 
one tried to . drag Cole off the 
htage. ■ 

Schatz's testimony mainly con- 
cerned two men not yet on trial. 
The four being tried are accused 
of a variety of misdemeanors in 
connection with the assault 
£ 

• JUDGE PARKER ordefed the 
trial to begin over vigorous de- 
fense objections. He overruled 
motions by Defense A tty. R 
crick Beddow for a two-wi 
continuance and separate 
for the four defendants. 

Beddow contended the 9ur 
were "diszasodated from each 
other." . ; 

Police investigators have, 
-charged that the assault was a 
conspiracy in which 1$0 men were’ 
to take part. 

Another delay of more than an 
ur came when Judge Parker 
ered the prosecution to 
e separate warrants in 
e. He pointed out that thel 
dants could be fpund guiltj 
ly one charge contained 
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cn«r*e -against eaCff of! 
phresf of the defendants was 
pped in tkvlrfproceedings. 

LL SIX MEN. the four n 
1 and the two. -facing 
fcearfhg 'on felony 
members of the Noi 
Kama Citizens Council, a 
^ro-segregation organization. 

The defendants and the charges 1 
pagalnst them now are: 

Mike tax, 36, conspiracy to' 
fcommlt a breach of the peace and 
Conspiracy to commit assault and 
(battery (one warrant).* 

Edgar Leo Vinson, 25, disorder 
conduct .and conspiracy to com-] 
felt assault and battery. 

Orliss Wade Clevenger, 18, dis- 
orderly conduct carrying a con- 
ialed weapon and conspiracy to 
ommit assault and-toattery. 

S." Jesse W. Mabry, 43, disorderly 
induct, refusal to obey the law- 
tin command of an officer and 
eiiispiracy to commit a breach 
th| peace. , 

^11 but Mabry are from An: 
ton. Mabry, who lives at S 
West-blvd, .Roebuck, is associai 
editor of The Southerner, a pub- 
lication of the North Alabama 
Citizens Council. 

' OFFICER SCHATZ said he was 
it the east end of the Auditorium 
stage about 8:50 pm. Tuesday 
night when be saw Willie Robert! 
Pinson, 23, and Kenneth Adams, 1 
15, running down the east aisle. 

W. R. Vinson and Adams, also 
»f Anniston, face preliminary 
tearing April 20 on charges of as- 
iault with Intent to murder. 
Adams is an official of the Annls- 
»n White Citizens Council 
hatz testified W. R. Vinson 
ed on stage and grabbed Cole 
his legs, dragging him down, 
[Bins dived over Vinson’s sbo| 

■s, the witness said, 
went over and 
from his hold 
Officer A. .A. 

abbed Adams. Adams jerked 
be was going to run and 1 
ocked him off the stage. Nor- 
on went with him. We arrested 
in and Adams," Schatz said. 
SCHAXZ SAID he saw Mai 
' o followed the officers 
,“why we had the wl 
iy* nnder arrest when we oi 
he to the Auditorium bea 
....Negro. 
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^A^^*k^CitTM 5 ^ 1 ettei^ 3 - 10-55 reported that-ibrlminal 
■l nf ornsnt^HB|[HB|HHMm^dvis 6 d on 2 «* 21 - 55 >B 

that Las 


Nevada 



G COLE iff appear! 


NAT KING COLE discontinued his engagement at the Sands because 
mother was seriously ill with cancer in Chicago 


The «bove la for your information.,^^ ^ 
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subject: NATHANIEL ADAM COLE, also known as 
NAT KINGXOLE 

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION CONCERNING 

» ■" ■ -i M - Jr { 
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PURPOSE: 


A/ , 


To set forth pertinent information in Bufiles re Nat King Cole 
in accordance with your request. 


DETAILS: 


r 


No investigation has been conducted by the Bureau concerning 
Cole, however, files reflect the following salient information. 


A confidential informant wh^ia^urnishe^eliabl^nformation in 
the past advised in 1945 that Nat Ki ng Cole^i^mHHH^IHH^I^fc / 

were then members of the Communist Ir* 
RjliticalAssociationir^ollywoodr (100-356137-589, page 10) 


A confidential informant who has furnished reliable information in 
the past advised in August, 1949, that "King ,,f Cole was a member of the music 
division of the Southern California Chapter oftfie'Arts, Sciences, and Professions 
Council (Hollywood Arts, Sciences, and Professions Council). (100-356137-589, 
page 12) 


The National Council of Arts, Sciences, and Professions has been 
cited as a communist front by the Congressional Committee on Un-American 
Activities. 


A Salt La ke City criminal informant advised Bureau Age nts on 
February 21, 1955, that^[H||HlflHmHm^H^HH^Hfll Las Vegas, 
Nevada, informed him, the informal 


at the hotel in t h^CopaRo om as the sta 

FJttjh^ INDEXdO-96 

■< 5 > 121557 


Nat King Cole was appearing 




'(over) 


itfOKrt.nl ■ lr '“ , ~ L ' 
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to Nichols memorandum 


February 25, 1957 



It will be recalled that in April, 1956, while appearing in 
Birmingham, Alabama, Cole was attacked by a group of men, reportedly 
members of the North Alabama Citizens Council. The attack took place in 
Municipal Auditorium and the assailants were prosecuted in local court and 
sentenced to one hundred eighty days in jail. (100-379380) ^3 

RECOMMENDATION: 


For information. 


nA ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF jJsi 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

301 Continental Bank Building 
Salt Lake City 1, Utah 
October 8, 1957 


Hoover, Director 
u of Investigation 
ient of Justice 
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activity. This individual personally called at all "Strip" 
hotels to inquire whether they would accept colored guests. 
Ifce Sands, Flaningo and Riviera Hotels all stated. they would 
register any presentable person, regardless of color. All 
other ho tels said they would refuse to register colored 
persons. said he would keep ae advised of develop- 

’ fa *7C ments in thT^aatter. 


,67c. 


In Reno the newest hotel is the Holiday. It is an 
extremely modern building and was built by the Dollar Steam- 
ship family. Ihe Hotel had slot machines but was losing money 
until recently purchased by a syn dicate he ade< 



is a close personal friend of Bing Crosby. 


Under a casino with all types of gambling 

was placed in the Hotel. To stimulate business they have 
instituted a contest called "In 80 Days, Around the World." 
Each jackpot winner receives a chance on a nightly drawing, 
and the winner of each nightly drawing is entitled to a chance 
during the final drawing. Needless to say, the grand prize 
is a first class trip for two around the world. To feature 
this contest, a large replica of the balloon used in the 
motion picture of a similar name has been placed in front of 
the Hotel. 


I have insisted to the Agents at both Las Vegas and 
Reno that materially increased informant coverage Is necessary, 
and you can be sure I will personally follow this important 
matter. 


Respect fully , 



Jf. MARK FELT 
Special Agent in Charge 
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SAC, Los Angeles 

EX 109 RtC ' 27 

Director, FBI (100-379330) 


NATHANIEL ADAMS COLE 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


-7 


May 23, 193V 


/ ">< r 


Reurlet 5- 11 -59 and Washington Field office 
letter 4"27**59- 

For your Information the subject is 
also known as Nat King Cole, the Negro entertainer. 

Cole has never been the subjeot of 
investigation by the Bureau and no action is desired 
of your office or Washington Field Offioe in this 
matter*. 


1 - Washington Field (100-33963) 


NOTE ON YELLOW: 
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Washington Field Office letter shows Cole was 
issued passport 3-11-39 and information concerning *:his 
passport was referred to WF0 by passport office as 
information in State Department files Indicated Bureau 
has or has had interest in cole. WF0 has not reviewed 
Cole’s file and advised Los Angeles it would not do so 
unless specifically requested by Los Angeles. Los Angeles 
advised It has no information Identifiable with 
Nathaniel Acams Cole and requested Bureau to search 
his name and advise# Los Angeles br other Interested 
offices if further action is desired. Cole was 
possible member of Communist Party 19&5 and in 19h-9 was member 
of the Music Division of Southern California Chapter of 
Arts, Sciences and professions Council. Bureau has no 
interest in this case; however, blind memorandum concerning 
above information was furnished state Department by Name 
Check Section in 2 -55. 
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Office Mem,, andum • united si-tes government 


TO 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


DATE: 5/11/59 




/A 


SUBJECT: 


SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-0) 

O 

NATHANIEL ADAMS COLE 
SM-C 


» 


There is enclosed herewith for the Bur eau 1 s information 
a copy of a letter from WFO to Los -Angeles dated~~4/2?/59 
regarding the passport application of captioned subject. It 
is noted that according to the Passport Office of the State 
Department, the Bureau has, or has had, an interest in COLE. 

It is also noted that COLE allegedly resides at 401 South 
Muirfield Road, Los Angeles. 


Los Angeles indices do not reflect information that 
can be identified with NATHANIEL ADAMS COLE. The current 
telephone directory does not list the name, although it possibly 
could be a non-published telephone number. 


The Bureau is requested to search the name through 
j its indices for any previous information or interest the Bureau 
| may have had in the subject. If further attention is desired 
\ in this matter, Los Angeles or other interested offices should 
' be advised and WFO should review the passport file on subject. 

UACB, Los Angeles is conducting no investigation 
at this time. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HLREIliJS UNCLASSIFIED 
DAT 
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2 - Bureau (Ebc’l. l) 

1 - WFO (100-35968) (Info) 
1 - Los Ange r lbs 

// 
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SAC, LOS ANGELES 


4/27/59 


SAC, VFO (100-35968) 


NATHANIEL ADAMS COLE, aka 

SM - C 

(OOsLA) 


The Information concerning COLE*s passport m a referred 
to WFO by the^Legal Division, Passport Office, Department 
of State, because of information in. the State Department 
files indicating that the Bureau has, or has had, an Interest 
in COLE* The information in this letter is the information 
furnished by the State Department. WFO has not reviewed 
the file and will not unless you specifically request it. 

The accuracy of the information has not been verified by 
WFO personnel. The file usually contains a picture which 
will be copied if you desire and request it. 

i 

^ ! Tbe^Legal Division, Passport Office, advised 
tha,t COLELwas Issued Passport #1327739 on 3/11/59, at Los 
Angeles. — Onishe application for this passport he stated 
he was born 3/17/19, at Montgomery, Alabama.] Els current 
address is 401 South Muirfleld Road, Los Angeles, Calif. 

On his passport application, filed 3/6/59, COLE denied 
present and past CP membership. 

COLE intended to depart from New York on 3/27/59, 
by Pan American Airways for 7 to 8 weeks in Puerto Rico, 
Venezuela, Brazil, Argentina, Chile, Peru, Columbia and 
Mexico for the purpose of entertainment - theatrical. RUC. 


( 2)-Los Angeles (RM) 
1-WFO 

CEG:bsb 

(3) 
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] SEARCHED 

.. .**nc*cr'... . 


j SERIALIZED 

..TILED. 


MAY 

1 1950 


| FBI- LOS ANGELES 


1 1 
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■TAMOAK0 KMM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum • united states government 

ro : DIRECTOR, FBI Datb. 5/27/59 



SAC , WFO (100-35938) 

NATHANIEL ADAMS' COLE, aka 
Nat KingpCole 
SM - C 
(00: LA) 





b'#' 



Remylet, 4/27/59, and LAlet 5/11/59. 

^^^^^JQLR’spassport file was reviewed by 
SA at the Passport Office, Department of 

State, on 5/20/59, and the following information was 
obtained therefrom. 

CU RRENT PASSPORT 

COLE was issued passport #1327734 on 3/11/59 , 
based upon an application dated 3/5/59, at Las Vegas, Nevada. 
This passport was for travel to Puerto Rico, Venezuela, 
Brazil, Argentina, Chile, Peru, Mexico and Colombia, for 
a period of sevent to eight weeks. The purpose of the trip 
is a theatrical entertainment trip. In his application, 

COLE denied present or past Communist Party membership. 

PREVIOUS PASSPORTS 

COLE was issued passport #342195 on 8/25/50 to 
depart from New York about 9/1/50, for a six-week concert 
tour to England. This passport was renewed to be valid 
until 8/24/54. He indicated he intended to depart from 
New York, 3/19/54, for a six-week business trip as a 
performer to England, France, Denmark, Belgium, Switzerland, 
Sweden, Italy and Norway. On 12/30/54, COLE was issued 
passport #33112 (San Francisco series) for a three-week 
entertaining trip to Australia, to depart Los Angeles about; 
12/31/54 . ALL ik;--:.:: V. : : 7- 3 

HERBJj 
DAT 


DESCRIPTIVE DATA 
Name : 

Also known as : 
Date of birth: 





Bureau 
2 - Los Angeles 
1 - WFO 
~ TCR : lss 

*> d 


NATHANIEL ADAMS COLE 
NAT KING COLE 
3/17/19 

PTC- 23 Itk 


(RM) 


17 

1953 



WFO 


100-35968 


Place of birth: 
Height: 

Hair : 

Eyes : 

Occupation : 
Spouse : 


Address : 
Father : 
Mother : 


% 


Montgomery, Alabama 
6 ' 1 " 

Black 

Brown ' 

Entertainer 


4 01S^Juirf iel(^Roac^Los 
"5ngeles , California 





PFRLINA COLE (deceased) 


SECURITY INFORMATION 

The passport file contains no derogatory 
security information except a Bureau memorandum furnished 
to the State Department in answer to a name check request 
which reads , in part , as follows : u 


"A confidential informant of known reliability 
advised in 1945 that NAT COLE , who may v fye identical with 
the subject of your i 



at that time. 




n Hollywood /. , 


"A confidential informant of known reliability 
advised in August,- 1949, that ’KING’ COLE was a member of 
the Music Division of the Southern California Chapter of 
the Arts, Sciences, and Professions Council (Hollywood 
Arts, Sciences, and Professions Council!) " 


It is note d that in his p assport application, 
COLE states, his wifefHI^^HiHIBfeand he did not marry 


her unt 
wife 



WFO is not aware if COLE had a former 


It would appear that the presence of tie Bureau 
memorandum in the passport file led the Passport Office 
to believe the Bureau had an interest in COUS. RUC. 
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TRUE COPY 


11-27-60. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 

For many years now my father has been ‘telling 
me that "Nat King Cole," is a Communist and that he is no good 
and a discrace to his country. Mr. Hoover I love the singing of 
Cole and want to get this cleared up once and for all. Please 
send me a letter telling me weather or not "Nat King Cole, " is 
a Communist. I hope you can do this little request for me I 
know that the f . b. i. is just for the use of big men with lots of 
money but this is America and anybody can inquire and receive the 
services of your work. Thank you very much again 

Yours 

Truily 



Reseda California. 


b 7Cs 


P. s. 

Sir if I could, would you send me you autograph, I have a Collection 
of them and would sure like to have your’s thanks again. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 




Your letter dated November 27, 1960, has been 

received. 

Although I would like very much to answer your 
Inquiry, the FBI is strictly an Investigative agency of the Federal ' ^ 
Government and, as such, does not make evaluations or draw ^ ^ 

conclusions as to the character or integrity of any individual. F~y 
regret that I cannot help you and hope you will not infer in this ^ 

connection either that we do or do not have the specific information ^ 
you desire. * «r 




In response to your request, I am glad to send you 
tills letter bearing my signature. 


Sincerely yours, 



OTE: Corres pond 
olored singer, 

nemberfi of th^ Asso ciation t 

according to a confidential in&rmanTlJf Bureau 
August, 1949, Cole was a member of the Music DivisipH of the Southern 
California Chapter of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions Council (The 

is been c ited 


ional Cour 
HCUi 


the Arts, Sciences, 


by 


leatrical 


When applying ifbr'h passport 

nment trip through South America; on 3-11-59, in his application. 

Cole denied present or past Cbmmhnist J?arty membership (62-60527-42205 
and 100-379380). 

mm 
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OPTIONAL fO*M NO. 10 


UNITED STATES GOVER ENT 

Memorandum 


to : Mr. DeLoach 




FROM 



subject: NAT "KING" COLE 


PURPOSE: 



DATE January 18, 1961 



~7 

' r mm < — 

IVotter -Z 

Sulfivan — 
*^TeTe. Room 


Ingram 
Gandy . 



Mr. Tolson requested a file check on Nat "King" Cole the singer. 
It is pointed out that we have a main file on Cole as well as approximately 
100 See references. In the interest of expediency review has been limited to 
a review of Cole’s main file and recent See references. 


BACKGROUND DATA: 






hr- 


7 


Nat "King” Cole was born Nathaniel Adams Coles o n March 17, 
1919 in Montgo mery, Alahama He began his career as a pianist and in 1939 
formed a trio and while playing the piano in a Calif ornia. club started to sing 
and is now better known as a singer of popular jazz music. He has capitalized 
on his voice and now earns approximately $400, 000 a year from records. Cole 
was the firstNegrc^ohost his own TV show starting in 1957. In 1937 Cole 
marriei^flHHHHB^^bu^hismarriag^nded in divorce. In 1948 he wed 
singer He has two daughters and is 

active in the figit for equal rights for Negroes^uole is a member of the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). He 
resides in Hollywood, California. (Celebrity Register) 


INFORMATION IN BUREAU FILES: 






i to De Loach 
Re: NAT "KING” COLE 


The National Council of Arts, Sciences, and Professions has been ■ 
Icited as a communist front by the Congressional Committee on Un-American 
[Activities. 


A Salt La ke City criminal informant advised Bureau Age nts on 
[February 21, 1955, that Las Vegas. 
(Nevada, informed him, the informant, ths 



It will be recalled that in April, 1956, while appearing in 
Birmingham, Alabama, Cole was attacked by a group of men, reportedly members 
of the North Alabama Citizens Council. The attack took place in Municipal 
Auditorium and the assailants were prosecuted in local court and sentenced to 
one hundred eighty days in jail. 

By personal letter to the Director dated October 8, 1957, SAC 
Salt Lake City advised as follows. 



[there were many complaints received 

from citizens and suggestions that The Sands be closed. (100-379380) 

The ’’New York Herald Tribune” of May 4, 1960, contained a story 
concerning the ’’Committee to Defend Martin Luther King. ” The committee was 
described as a group formed to raise money to help Dr. King fight an income tax 
evasion indictment in the state of Alabama. A pretext telephone call by Agents of 
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to DeLoach 

Re: NAT "KING" COLE 


the New York Office ascertained that this committee was at 372 West 125 Street 
and that Nat King Cole was the treasurer. (100-40377-326) 

* 

RECOMMENDATION: 


None. For information. 




OmOMAL fO *M MO. fO 



UNITED . STATES G<( 

Memorandum 


ENT 



TO 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-379380) 


DATE.-May 8, 




SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-29226) 


CHANGED ^ 

NATHANIEL ADAMS COLE, aka 
Nat Kin^fcole 
SM - C 



00: Los Angeles 


The title is marked CHANGED to record the correct 
name of NATHANIEL ADAMS COLE for the subject according to 
passport records. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are eight (8) copies 
of a letterhead memorandum regarding NAT KING COLE, the 
well-known colored musician and band leader. 

En&losed for Washington Field Office is one (1) 
copy of the above letterhead memorandum. 

Sources referred to in the memorandum are as 

follows: 


Paragraphs 3, 4, and 5 are based on data from 
the passport record of the State Department made available 
by Washington Field Office's memo of May 27, 1959# 
and FBI Liaison with State on March 30, 19ol. 


Paragraph 6 concerning COLE'S reported membership * 
in the Communist Party (CP) and Communist Political 


8 


Association (CPA) in Los Angeles in 1944 - 1945# was 
'lr v furnished in 1945 by 52 ., fc>72) 

XJ v Source referred to in para g raph 7 w 

% — • EX-139 


former 



, \ REC-88 /<W- 

\ ^29 - Bureau (Enel. 8) (REGISTERED) — 

^1 "*' Washington Field Office (Enel. 1) (100-35968) 

(Info) (REGISTERED) « MAy l5 

1 - Los Angeles 1961 


MMB:kfw 

( 4 ) 


on 

50 MAY 2 3 19 



E «r»^rrr . ■ 

1 . 10 , 

0. 







I 


LA 100-29226 



sources referred to In paragraph 8 


are 

Reference is made to Bureau letter to I#s Angeles 
and Washington Field Office dated May 25, 1959, noting 
that COLE has never been the subject of a Bureau 
investigation, and that no action was desired by the 
Bureau at thattUme • 

This matter is in closed status at I^s Angeles. 


* 
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In Reply, Pieate Rtfer to 
File No. 



UN if ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF . jSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Los Angeles. California 
May o, 1961 


CONF! 



NATHANIEL ADAMS COLE 


NATHANIEL ADAMS COLE is the well-known 
musician and band leader who is better known under his 
professional name of NAT KING COLE. Information^ which 
appears in COLE'S passport file at the Passport Office, 
Department of State, as on May 20, 1959, reveals the 
following: 


He was issued Passport Number 342195 on 
August 25, 1950, to depart from New York about September 1, 
1950, for a six week's concert tour to England. This 
passport was renewed to be valid until August 24, 1954. 

He indicated he intended to depart from New York, March 19, 
1954, for a six week's business trip as a performer to 
England, France, Denmark, Belgium, Switzerland, Sweden, 
Italy, and Norway. On December 30, 1954, BOLE was 
issued Passport Number 33112 (San Francisco series) for a 
three week's entertaining tour to Australia, leaving 
Los Angeles about December 31, 1954. 

On March 11, 1959, COLE was issued Passport 
Number 1327734 based on an application dated March 6, 1959, 
at Las Vegas, Nevada, for travel to various South American 
countries for seven to eight weeks on a theatrical and 
entertainment tour. In his application, COLE denied present 
or past Communist Party membership. 

This last passport was renewed March 2, 1961 
at Los Angeles, California, the . application indicated COLE 



confidMiai 



expected to leave Los Angeles by Pan American j^irways. 

May 5* 1961, for a trip of three to four weeks; to Japan, 
PHillipines, and Hong Kong for business and pleasure.- His 
Address is given as 401 Muirfield Road, Los Angeles, his 
'date and place of birth as Marc h 17. 19 19. at Monts 
Alabama. 

— in 1945# a confidential source furnished 

informa tion to the effect that NAT CQLE( 

££0^ were affiliat ed with the Communis t JParty (CP) or 
pmmunist Pol it i ca l - As s ocia tlon "XCP A ) alf~ Los Angeles during 
the" ~ pefld d'~l'944 - 1945, probably attached"' to “one" of the 
CP T s so-called cultural groups in Hollywood. However, 
it was also indicated that COLE was on tour a considerable 
part of the time; and no particular CP activity on his part 
was known to informant. 


In 1951* another source, now deceased, who was 
once personally acquainted with COLE, recalled that sometime 
during the early 1940s, NAT KING COLE was brought around to 
see the source by a motion picture actor who was known to the 
source as an old time CP member. 0 The purpose of the visit 
was to arrange for COLE to receive instruction in Marxism. 

The arrangement was not carried through, however, for the 
reason that it was decided that the source who was to be 
the instructor was colored, and NAT KING COLE, although 
himself colored, was at the time associating almost 
exclusively with white "progressives”. 


Confidential sources who are currently connected 
with the Professional-Cultural Section of the CP and who 
have some information regarding their membership and 
activities, advise they have no information that NAT KING 
COLE is affiliated with the CP organization at Los Angeles, 
nor have they heard him referred to in any CP meeting as 
though he might be a member or even sympathetic to the Party. 


A physical description of COLE as noted from the 
passport record of the State Department is as follows: 


Name 

Also known as 
Date of birth 
Place of birth 

COMF1 


NATHANIEL ADAMS COLE 
Nat King Cole 
March 17, 1919 
Montgomery, Alabama; 




Height 

Hair 

Eyes 

Occupation 

Spouse 


Address 

Father 


Mother 



-Angeles, California 
EDWARD JAMES£0CIS 
1 412 Gree nfield Ave nue 
~Chicago, . Illinois 
PERLlNA CODET” 
(deceased) 


The above information was received from confidential 
sources who have furnished reliable information in the 
past . 


The - Communist Party, USA, has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to 
be distributed outside your agency. 


CONFljttTIAL 
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